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Those who 
bring 

sunshine 
to the lives 
of others 
cannot 
keep it 
from 

themselves.

Proverb

Annual Awards Dinner ...

We invite you to mark your calendars and plan to join GSS for the sixth 
Annual Awards Banquet scheduled for Tuesday, October 7, 2014 at the First 
Christian Church.  This event, which is open to the public, is a wonderful 
opportunity to say thank you to some very deserving volunteers and 
professional caregivers.

During the past seven years, GSS has enjoyed hearing stories from guardians, 
family members and caregivers regarding the people they serve.  These stories 
reinforce the need for and effect of caring individuals who serve the elderly 
population in our community.

This sixth annual event continues to honor volunteer guardians and health 
care employees who give exemplary service to the elderly population.  Among 
the nominees, one guardian and one health caregiver will be given top honors.  
Nominations are received from Stark County care facilities for the outstanding 
"Guardian of the Year" and the outstanding "Health Care Employee of the 
Year".  A selection committee from GSS reviews the nominations and selects 
the two top award winners.

Last year's event was a big success.  More than 20 care facilities participated 
and almost 200 people attended.  We are looking forward to an even bigger 
event this year.

GSS cordially invites you to attend this heartwarming event.  Tuesday, October 
7, 2014 at First Christian Church located at 6900 Market Ave N, Canton.  

Please contact our office at 330-437-3720 for sponsorship information.  Doors 
open at 5:30 pm and dinner is served at 6:00 pm.

news



 

Spotlight on Volunteers...
Deborah Amstutz

Training Sessions:

Thanks to the generous grant received from the Henry 
and Louise Timken Foundation, GSS has been able to 
run advertisements on billboards, the radio, television 
and newspaper over the past several months.  Even 
with all of this added publicity, we are still in need of 
volunteer guardians. 

The next guardianship training sessions are scheduled for 
Saturday, August 16 and October 25th and Thursday, 
November 13th from 9:00 to Noon at the Goodwill 
Campus on 9th Street.  The speakers include Sandra 
Watkins Cleaver, elder law attorney and Diana 
Espenschied, Executive Director of GSS. Other speakers 
are pending.  Anyone interested in attending should 
RSVP 3 days before the scheduled training.  A 
continental breakfast is provided.

This quarter we are featuring guardian 
Deborah Amstutz.  Deborah has been a GSS 
guardian since 2008.  She was an STNA (State 
Tested Nursing Assistant) at a local care 
facility when she heard about Guardian 
Support Services.  She said, "I like older people 
and saw first-hand how much it means to 
them to have someone perform small acts of 
kindness."

Deborah, as a young person, worked in the 
fast food industry and in a grocery store 
setting.  She felt the need to contribute to 
society.  She saw an ad for a local home health 
care agency.  She was hired and worked there 
for 3 years.
Deborah studied and became an STNA. She is currently employed for American Medical Personnel 
(AMP) which, according to its website, "finds qualified health care professionals for care facilities, 
hospitals and private home care."  In addition to working for AMP, she works as a private duty 
STNA.

Deborah has 2 adult children.  She resides in Rose Township in the Magnolia Atwood Lake area.
Thank you so much Deborah for your many acts of kindness.



Guardian's Quarterly Meetings

Our next guardian's quarterly meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 9th at 6:30pm.  Dr. Harry McDonnell will be 
hosting an open session, "Ask the Doctor".  Please plan on 
coming prepared with questions to ask Dr. McDonnell that will 
help in the care of your ward.

The final guardian's meeting for 2014 is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 2nd.  The topic is "Laws Relating to Guardianship".  
Our speaker will be our own Diana Espenschied.

    Guardian Support Services DVD
GSS is preparing a DVD using a portion of the grant money from the Henry and Louise Timken 
Foundation.  We have had great success in the recruitment of guardians from churches in Stark 
County.

We filmed a short (less than 5 minutes) DVD in which some guardians have expressed how being a 
person of faith has prompted them to become a guardian or has helped them in being a guardian.

The DVDs will be available in September for individuals interested in showing it during a church 
service, Sunday school class, church program, or other settings.

    GSS Ward Statistics
        Diagnosis:                                                              Gender:                                                 Age:
42% Alzheimer's/Dementia                                 65% Female                                 01% 100 and over
37% Mental Illness                                                35% Male                                     37% 80 - 99 years
15% Physical Illness                                                                                                    43% 60 - 79 years
06% Developmental Disabilities                                                                               18% 40 - 59 years
                                                                                                                                       01% Under 40 years
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Interested in Volunteering?
Please call us at 330-437-3720

From the desk of...
Our Director
Diana Espenschied

Please Friend us on Facebook!

It’s a great way to keep up with the 
latest GSS news and activities and to 
help your friends learn more about 

Guardian Support Services, Inc.

www.GuardianSupportServices.com

One of the most enjoyable aspects to my job as executive 
director of GSS is to hear the guardians' stories of 
interaction with their wards.

I was surprised on a Saturday in June.  I was at the Walnut
Cheese Store in Holmes County.  I looked over and saw one of the guardians wheeling her 
ward through the bakery!  I stopped her and learned that her ward, "Robert", had a birthday 
the next day.  As a special treat, she and a family member took him to some special sights in 
Amish Country.  Lunch was in the mix as well.  Robert, a quiet person, was so happy to be out 
of the facility and to be with the guardian.  The guardian said when she first became 
acquainted with Robert he said very little and laid on his bed most of the time.  What a 
difference a little kindness makes in a person's outlook on life.

Thank you guardians!!




