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Annual Awards Dinner Scheduled
We invite you to mark your calendars and plan to join GSS for the third Annual 
Awards Banquet scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2011 at Skyland Pines. 

This event, which is open to the public, is a wonderful opportunity to say thank 
you to some very deserving volunteers and professional caregivers.  

During the past five 
years, GSS has enjoyed 
the experience of hear-
ing many heart warm-
ing stories from family, 
caregivers, care facil-
ity employees and the 
public.  These stories 
have been filled with ac-
counts of acts of kindness, love and compassion shown to people as they grow 
older and more dependent. 

As we looked at opportunities to honor those 
who serve our elderly citizens, it seemed 
very appropriate that we begin a program of 
recognition.  The event is designed to honor 
volunteer guardians and health care em-
ployees who give exemplary service to the 
elderly population.  Among the nominees, 
one guardian and one health caregiver are 
given top honors.  Nominations are re-
ceived from area residential facilities for 
the outstanding “Guardian of the Year” 

and the outstanding “Health Care Employee of the Year.” 
A selection committee from GSS reviews the nominations and selects the 

two top award winners.

Aging 
affects the 

body 
not the 
soul.

Spreading the good news...
GSS received a very generous grant from The Henry and Louise Timken 
Foundation. The grant is designated for a media campaign to recruit volunteers 
to become guardians. The theme for the campaign is “Be a Friend … Change a 
Life… Be a Volunteer Guardian”. A major awareness campaign was launched in 
January. The campaign will encourage volunteers to become guardians. We plan to 
incorporate different forms 
of media in the campaign 
to promote the need for 
guardians. We will have 
three billboards strategically 
located in the Stark County 
area which will feature 
Johanna Varn, Volunteer 
Guardian of 2013.

Recruitment ads have already appeared in The Canton Repository, The Massillon 
Independent and the Alliance Review. We will continue to run ads for the 2014 
training sessions. 

GSS has prepared 3 new brochures that 
are available for distribution. One is our 
standard brochure that includes general 
information about our organization. The 
second is geared for care facilities and the 
third for family members interested in 
pursuing guardianship. Contact us if you 
are interested in brochures for yourself or 
other organizations.

We will purchase 30-second television spots from 
Massillon Cable and Time Warner Cable. We will be on Fox, CNN, 

the food channel and the travel channel.

Spreading the good news continued on page 2



 

Spotlight on Volunteers...
Linda Lewis:

   

Linda Lewis is a “Stark County gal”. She was born, raised and spent 
her entire life in Stark County. She graduated from Lincoln High 
School and from Kent State University with a degree in elementary 
education. Linda taught 4th and 5th grades at Worley, Summit and 
Mason Elementary Schools for 30 years. 

After retirement, Linda was looking for volunteer opportunities.  
She saw an ad for GSS guardians. She said, “I wanted a volunteer 
opportunity where I could give back some of the talents that God 
gave me. I like older people and relate well with them. Being a 
GSS guardian affords me flexibility in setting my schedule for 
visits.”

Linda is a volunteer with Aultman Hospice. She attends St. Joseph 
Catholic Church and is on the Bereavement Committee and the 
Sacristy Care Committee.

Linda and her husband Ted enjoy RV traveling.

Thank you Linda for sharing your talents with GSS.

Spreading the good news continued from page 1.

Our awareness campaign also includes advertising on radio stations 95.9, 1640 AM and 101.7.

Guardian Support Services will be present at the Senior Expo, the Senior Citizens Forum, and Senior 
Day this spring. Stop by and say hello if you attend.

Keep your eyes and ears open to the various venues for our media campaign. We 
welcome your feedback.

Full page ad featuring Volunteer Guardian Johanna Varn 
that ran in the Massillon Independent in December.



April is volunteer appreciation month and in recognition of the wonderful service provided by the GSS 
volunteer guardians, GSS will hold its Fifth Annual Guardian Recognition Breakfast. The Inn at Belden Village 
will host the event on Saturday, March 29 at 9:30 AM. The speaker for the event is GSS board member, Dr. 
Dana Gammill. We hope all guardians will attend.

Training Sessions:
GSS has 70 active guardians but we are still recruiting more 
volunteers due to the increase in the number of wards we serve.  All 
training sessions will be held on a Saturday from 9:00-Noon. The 
venue will be the Goodwill Campus at 408 9th St. SW. A continental 
breakfast will be served. The 2014 dates for training are:  March 1, 
May 3, June 28, August 16 and October 25.

GSS will continue to have guardian’s quarterly meetings on topics of interest that will help the guardians better 
perform their duties. The speakers’ presentations will last for approximately 30 minutes. We will have an 
open session for guardians to network and to raise issues that concern them. All meetings will be held at The 
Goodwill Campus at 408 9th St. SW Canton, Ohio in the Alma Sonntag Board Room on the 1st floor. Meetings 
will begin at 6:30 pm (note the time change).

The 2014 schedule is listed below:
April 8, Diana Espenschied and Tina East will speak on “How to find information about my ward (family 
members, background and more).”

June 3, Lisa Birklund, Regional Hospice Development Director for ViaQuest will speak on “Working with 
Developmentally Disabled Wards.”

September 9, Dr. Harry G. McDonnell is a physician with the Aultman North Canton Medical Group and the 
house doctor for Hennis Care Center in Bolivar. He is board certified in geriatric medicine. Dr. McDonnell will 
host an open session, “Ask the Doctor.”

December 2, Diana Espenschied, Executive Director of GSS will speak on “Laws Relating to Guardianship.”

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Fifth Annual Guardian Recognition Breakfast
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Interested in Volunteering?
Please call us at 330-437-3720

From the desk of...
Our Director
Diana Espenschied

Leave footprints of love and kindness wherever you go.

I love guardians! I am uplifted by spending time with them. I enjoy listening 
to their stories of the interaction between themselves and their ward.

Many guardians will start out saying, “I didn’t do much! I know Robert 
(ward) loves Pepsi. Marc’s had a sale so I bought him a six pack.” Or “Herman’s 
favorite is bean salad. I stopped by the facility and dropped off a serving for him.” “I made sure I visited 
my ward on his birthday. I got him a cake and a card.” Footprints. 

I attended a Thanksgiving dinner at a local care facility. I saw a GSS guardian helping feed not only her own ward but 
another resident. Many of our guardians were at the dinner that evening sitting with their ward(s) enjoying the time 
together. More  footprints!

One of the guardians reported, “My ward is such a different person from the guy I initially met laying on a bed at the 
care facility! It’s amazing what a little kindness will do for a person!”

Amazing indeed!
The footprints of love and kindness from GSS guardians are imprinted in the hearts of many residents in Stark County 
care facilities.

Please Friend us on Facebook!

It’s a great way to keep up with the 
latest GSS news and activities and to 
help your friends learn more about 

Guardian Support Services, Inc.

www.GuardianSupportServices.com




